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Abstract. In this talk we introduce vSTS, a new dataset for measuring textual similarity of sentences
using multimodal information. The dataset is comprised by images along with its respectively textual
captions and allows to study whether better sentence representations can be built when having access
to corresponding images, e.g. a caption and its image, in contrast with having access to the text alone.
We describe the dataset both quantitatively and qualitatively, and claim that it is a valid gold standard
for measuring automatic multimodal textual similarity systems. vSTS extends the existing semantic
textual similarity tasks with images, and aims at being a standard dataset to test the contribution of
visual information when evaluating sentence representations. We also describe the initial experiments
combining the multimodal information. In the experiments we show that the dataset allows to explore
two hypothesis: H1) whether the image representations alone are able to predict caption similarity; H2)
whether a combination of image and text representations allow to improve the text-only results on this
similarity task.
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